THE   DEFENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY
It is in vain that the Marxist declares that political
power still belongs to property in such a society as ours.
Not that it is altogether untrue; for if it is the fact, as
Mirabeau said, that he who administers governs,
actual political power in this country is largely in the
hands of a particular and exclusive (though not essenti-
ally a propertied) class, because the administration is
largely in their hands. That condition obtains because
the members of the sovereign democracy are content
that it should obtain; in other words, because only a
tiny fraction of the members of English democracy
have really cared to face the problem of educating a
democratic ruling class.1 This is perhaps the most
striking failure of English democracy. But the blame
for it surely attaches not to the actual ruling class, still
less to capitalism as such, but to the members of
democracy themselves. Every adult man and woman
in Great Britain has an equal share in the responsible
government of society: if, through lack of understand-
ing of the society to which they belong or lack of
belief in their own capacity to take responsible deci-
sions, they are content that the ruling class should be
recruited undemocratically, they have only themselves
to blame. The practical incompetence of a particular
democracy based on universal suffrage to govern itself,
in other than a very remote and negative fashion, can-
not alter the fact that it has the power to govern itself
positively and creatively, if it will. It is its own master
in die same sense as a young man is when he comes of
age; and if men cannot learn to behave responsibly
when they come of age, there is nothing to be done,
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